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Brief description by the speaker:

The Banach-Tarski paradox says that it is possible to decompose a 3-dimensional ball into a finite
number of pieces and rearrange them to form two copies of the original ball. This is perhaps the most
striking example of the type of paradoxical decompositions that were discovered in the early 20th
century. It was already realised in the 1920s that these decompositions are intimately related to the
structure of the underlying symmetry groups. Perhaps even more surprising, the last 60 years have
seen that this theory is related to an apparently very different set of problems: understanding some of
the growth (or decay) rates that occur in probability, geometry and chaotic dynamics. I will discuss
some of these topics and the connections between them.
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